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For Friends’ Review. 


SOME POINTS OF DOCTRINE. 





The following is a reply to a letter of in- 
quiry from a Friend in Ohio, relative to 
some points of Christian doctrine. 

Dear Friend :—Thine of the 16th inst. is 
before me, and the contents thereof has 
awakened feelings of intense interest. I 
want to say to thee and thy associates, go 
slow, put off the shoes from your feet, for 
you are treading on holy ground. It seems 
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|mond ; but be that as it may, it is the found- 
lation of the prophets and of the apostles, 
and on it is centered the hope of the world. 
| And the true name thereof is the only pass- 
| word by which we have access to the Father, 
viz.: By faith in the name, the efficacy, and 
the offices of the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
\also is the only name under heaven given 
|among men whereby we must be saved. If 
\the words of the past are reliable, no ques- 
|tion could be raised of greater or more uni- 
versal importance, viz.: 
« « What think you of Christ,’ is the test, 
To try both your faith and your scheme, 
You cannot be right in the rest, 
Except you think rightly of Him.” 

Permit me to express a further caution, 
not against the most thorough and prayerful 
inquiry, but to lay aside preconceived 
opinions, so that our judgment may not be 
cramped thereby. And further, let us not 
presume to fathom the deep things of God 
\by human reason, but bear in mind that 
‘the coming of the Son of God, and a great 
part of the evangelic record concerning Him, 
|is the relation of a series of miracles, all of 
_which are outside of the area of reason’s 
| powers ; hence in this research,we must con- 
| fine ourselves to revelation for all primary 
principles, and then let reason be careful to 
| draw correct conclusions or inferences. 
| Many in apostolic days looked at the gos- 
|pel message through the glass of reason, 
and therefore it was to the Jews a stumbling- 
| block, and to the Greeks foolishness, and the 
| Roman rulers at Cesarea thought it incredi- 
| ble ‘that God should raise the dead.” And 
|subsequently thousands have foundered in 
| the gulf of infidelity because they would not 
;accept by faith and rely upon the things 
| which are revealed. 

Preparatory to further examination, let us 
inquire, who was andis the Lord Jesus 











that you have removed the debris, and bared | Christ, the Saviour of the world, the Son of 
the solid Rock, and are now engaged in an |God? Answer.—The angel Gabriel said to 
investigation of its component parts, or its|the Virgin Mary, “That holy thing which 


true character, whether it be granite or dia-| shall be born of thee shall be called the Son 
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of God.’’—Luke, i. 35. The angel furthe 
said of Him, that ‘‘ His name shall be called 
Jesus, for He shall save His people from 
their sins.””— Matt. i. 21. 

Jesus asked His apostles, whom say ye 
that I am? Simon Peter answered, Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

On one occasion, when they were crossing 
the Sea of Galilee, the disciples worshipped |_ 
Him, saying, ‘‘ Of a truth thou art the Son 
of God.” 

At Jordan, and on the mount of trans- 
figuration, the Father said, “ This is my 
beloved Son.” 

Question.—Of whom was this testimony 
borne ? 

Answer.— Unquestionably of the Man 
Christ Jesus. 

Question.—What is the true character of 
Jesus Christ the Son of God? 

Answer.—Isaiah the Seer prophesied of 


Him, that a virgin should conceive and | 


bear a Son and call His name Immanuel.— 
Isa. vii. 14. Which being interpreted is 
“God with us.”"— Matt. i. 23. 

Again the same prophet said, ‘‘ Unto us a} 
one Ge Gorm, . 15... ss. a 
name shall be called the Mighty God.” — 
Isa. ix. 6. 

And further, ‘‘A Man shall be an hiding 


place from the wind, a covert from the temp- | 


est, as rivers of water in a dry place, as the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land.”— 
Isa. xxxii. 2. 
We will quote next from the Apostles. 
‘‘In the beginning was the Word, and the 


Word was with God, and the Word was | 
God,......and the Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us.”—Jno. i. 1, 14. | 


‘Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and 
to all the flock over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseer, to feed the 
church of God which He hath purchased | 
with His own blood.’’—Acts xx. 28. 


And in immediate connection with these | 


words of the Apostle Paul, we quote from 
Revelation: ‘And from Jesus Christ who 
is the faithful Witness, and the first begotten 
of the dead, and the Prince of the kings of | 
the earth, unto Him that loved us, and | 


washed us from our sins in His own blood.” 


—Rev. i. 5. 

“Then saith He (Jesus) to Thomas, reach 
hither thy finger and behold my hands, and 
reach hither thy band and thrust it into my 
side, and be not faithless but believing.”” And 
Thomas answered and said unto Him, “My 
Lord and my God.”—Jno. xx. 27, 28. 


Again from Paul: “ The first man is of| 


the earth, earthy, the second man is the 
Lord from heaven.”—1 Cor. xv. 47. The 
apostle speaking of the Father that ‘“ Unto 
the Son He saith, Thy throne, O Ged, is 
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r | forever and ever, a sceptre of righteousness 


is the sceptre of thy kingdom.”—Heb. i. 8, 
And the Lord Jesus, speaking of Himself, 


said, ‘Iam Alpha and Omega, the begin- 


ning and the ending, saith the Lord, which 
is, and which was, and which is to come— 
the Almighty........I1 am He that 
liveth and was dead, and behold I am alive 
for evermore, Amen; and have the keys 
‘of hell and of death.”—Rev. i. 5, 8, 18. 
And again from the Apostle John: “And 
we know that the Son of God is come, and 
hath given us an understanding that we may 


| know Him that is true, and we are in Him 


that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ, 


\this is the true God and eternal life.”— 


1 Jno. v. 20. 
Verily we might proceed almost indefi- 
nitely with evidence to the point, but surely 


\this is enough. Perhaps we may now be 


permitted to descend from the plane of re- 
velation, and exercise ourselves humbly and 
reverently within the more legitimate 
bounds of reason. 

We will presume that the question as to 
who is the Son of God is settled beyond 
controversy, and also of His office as the 


| Saviour of the world, which title and office 


are not transferable to another. We will, 
therefore, proceed. 

Question —To whom do the titles of 
\““God with us” and “the Mighty God” 
(quoted from the prophet Isaiah) refer? 

Answer.—Unquestionably to God’s Holy 
Child, Jesus, who was born of the Virgin 
Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. 

Question.—Who authorized the prophet 
to give Him those titles? 

Answer.—The Spirit of inspiration, the 
unerring Spirit of truth, hence their verity. 

Question.—To whom did the prophet 
| Isaiah allude as ‘“‘ the man that should be,an 
hiding place from the wind, &c."? 

Answer. —Certainly to the Man Christ 
| Jesus, 
| Question—Who was that being spoken 
|of by the Apostle John as the Word thut 
|} was with God in the beginning, that was 
God, and was made flesh and dwelt among 
| men ? 
| Answer.—Jesus of Nazareth, the child 
b.rn of a virgin, spoken of by the prophet 
| Isaiah. 

Question.— Whom did the Apostle Paul 
allude to when he charged the Elders of 
| Ephesus to feed the Church of God, which 
He had purchased with His own blood? 

Answer.—To the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
gave His life a ransom for many, and 
shed His blood for all men. Who died that 
|we might live. He who was spoken of by 
the Apostle John as ‘the faithful witness, 
the first begotten of the dead, .... . who 
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loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood.” 

Question.— Whom did the Apostle Thomas 
address in that Hebrew house at Jerusalem, 
saying, “‘My Lord and my God?” 

Answer.—Christ Jesus, who had spoken 
to him and identified Himself by showing 
the wounds inflicted on Calvary. 

Question.—Did He rebuke Thomas for 
speaking thus to a man? 

Answer.—No, because He 
God. 

Jesus pronounced a blessing on those who 
should believe without seeing. 

Question.—Who should believe what ? 

Answer.—The Deity of the Man Christ 
Jesus, as Thomas then believed and con- 
fessed. 


Question.—Of whom did the Apostle Paul 


was also true 


DS’ 
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society said, “I want it understood by all, 
that I believe in Christ, I honor Christ, I 
magnify Christ, and [ mean the same Christ 
that was in the man 
you and me.” 

This seems to bring us again more closely 
to the questions under consideration. 

I have never used the expression that 
Deity suffered and died, nor that God shed 
His blood for us, notwithstanding the Scrip- 
ture testimony which is before us; yet I 


Jesus, and that is in 


| dare not deny it, for I know of no Scripture 


that will justify a 


speak when he wrote to the Corinthians, | 


stating that, ‘‘The first man was of the 
earth, earthy ; the second Man is the Lord 
from heaven?” 

Answer.—The first man, Adam, who was 
placed in the garden of Eden; and the Man 
Christ Jesus, the second man, that was made 
perfectly holy, without a taint of sin. 

Question.—Whom did the Father address 


| for that He was crucified is certain. 


negative affirmation. 

It will avail nothing to say, it is unreason- 
able, that it is impossible, nor to quote any 
man’s opinion. “ With God all things are 
possible.” It is outside of reason’s domain, 
therefore weight of Scripture testimony 
must settle the question. 

If we say that Jesus Christ suffered and 
died only as a man, it is equivalent to say- 
ing that the Son of God was only a man; 
Further 
in making that declaration we convey the 
idea educed above, that is, that Jesus was 
only a man, and that Christ, or the Divine 


| nature was the Spirit ; and we find ourselves 


as recorded in the first chapter of the Epistle | 


to the Hebrews, thus, ‘‘ Thy throne, O God 

is forever and ever, a sceptre of righteous- 

ness is the sceptre of thy kingdom?” 
Answer.—His well beloved, and only be- 


gotten Son; His holy child Jesus, who 
brought in everlasting righteousness, and 


established the 
men. 

Question.—Whom does the Apostle John 
call the true God in the first chapter of his 
first Epistle ? 

Answer.—Jesus Christ. 

And let us bear in mind that in the first 
chapter of the Book of Revelation we read, 


kingdom 


,|the Spirit, and testified to the 


drifted into the maelstrom of Unitarianism. 

We remember that ‘ Paul was pressed in 
Jews that 
Jesus was the And “ Apollos 


Christ.” 


| mightily convinced the Jews, and that pub- 


of heaven among | 
}assuredly that God hath 


that the blessed Jesus, speaking of Himself, | 


licly, showing by the Scriptures that Jesus 
was the Christ.” 

And Peter, preaching on the day of Pente- 
cost, said, ‘“‘ Let all the house of Israel know 
made that same 
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord 
and Christ.” 

Some one has said of our blessed Saviour, 
‘‘divide Him, and He is no longer Christ.”’ 
If we separate the manhood from the 
divinity in our minds, we have two, and we 


almost unavoidably choose one for our Sa- 


said, “‘f am the Lord, I am the Almighty,| viour, and necessarily reject, or deny the 
[am He that liveth and was dead,” &c. | other. 


And the Scripture testimony is full 
clear that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
and to-day, and forever.—Heb. xiii. 8. 

Now it is presumed that the doctrine of 


and | 


the Deity of the Man Christ Jesus is pro- | 


ven, and that that Man suffered and died 
does not need proof. 

This is the primary point of difference be- 
tween orthodox Christians and Unitarians ; 
they own and profess faith in a Spiritual 
Christ, and that the man Jesus had that 
spirit without measure. 

To illustrate, I will relate an incident: 

A minister of our Society held a meeting 


with and for members of another society, 


| to above. 


Such expressions as the following have 
been frequent, and are still sometimes beard 
in our meetings, and seen in essays: “The 
Lord Jesus Christ said so and so when He 
was in that prepared body, or He did this or 
that, while He inhabited that prepared body, 
and the humanity only suffered and died.” 

Thus taking the same position, perhaps 
unwittingly, and conv eying the same idea 
as that proclaimed by the preacher alluded 
It is true that we read of Christ 
being formed within us; of Christ within, 
the hope of glory; of His being in us except 
we are reprobates, &c. But we remember 
| that Jesus, speaking of the Comforter, said : 


and he preached Christ and Him crucified ; | ‘‘Whom the Father will send in my name.” 


and when he concluded a minister of that|‘‘The Lord 


Jesus dwells with His church 
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and people by the Holy Spirit.”"— Wm. For- 
ster. And the Apostle speaks of His dwell- 
ing in our hearts by faith. 

We certainly accept and believe in the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as 
taught in Scripture, one all-wise and living 
God. But the nature of that union and one- 
ness is not revealed 

With reference to the work of man’s sal- 
vation, J. J. Gurney states: “The Father 
originates, the Son propitiates, and the Holy 
Spirit consummates.’’ Wm. Forster states 
that, “It is of great importance to the right 
understanding of the gospel, that we enter- 
tain the Scriptural distinction of the offices 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. The 
Father gave the Son, the Son made 
atonement for sin, and the Holy Spirit ap- 
plies the benefits of the atonement to the 
repenting, believing soul.” 

Shortly before our Lord’s ascension, in 
addressing the Father in prayer, He said: 
“T have finished the work which thou gavest 
me to do.” And he further said: “I am no 
more in the world, but these (the disciples) 
are in the world, and I come to thee.” 

May we not see with indubitable clear-| 
ness, that it was the almost constant preach-| 
ing of a spiritual Christ that prepared the | 
way for the deluge of Unitarianism, which 
swept away so many in the early part of 
this century ; and is it not evident that there 
is a continual drifting in the same direction 
from the same cause? In conclusion, I will 
interrogate a little further. 

Question.—Who was it that ascended into 
heaven from Mount Olivet? 

Answer.—Cbrist Jesus, who had carefully 
identified Himself as man to His disciples. 

Question.—Who is the Mediator between 
God and man? 

Answer.—‘‘There is one God and one 
Mediator between God and man, the man 
Christ Jesus.” 1. Tim. ii. 5. 

Question.—Who will judge the world in 
the great and general day of judgment? 

Answer.—‘God hath appointed a day in 
the which He will judge the world in right- 
eousness by that Man whom He hath or 
dained, whereof He hath given assurance to 
all men in that He hath raised Him from 
the dead.” 

Question.— Will He be seen of men on| 





that occasion ? 

Answer.—‘‘And ye shall see the Son of 
Man sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven.” Mark xiv. | 
62. “Behold He cometh with clouds; and. 
every eye shall see Him, and they that 
pierced Him.” Rev. i. 7. “For the Father 
judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son. That all men 
should honor the Sun, even as they honor 
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the Father. He that honoreth not the Son, 
bonoreth not the Father which hath sent 
Him.” And Jesus is the Son of God. The 
titles Jesus Christ, and the Son of God are 
not applicable to any other being in heaven, 
nor on earth, but Jesus of Nazareth, the 
Son of God, and the son of the Virgin Mary. 

“If Jesus Christ is anything to us, He 
must be all.”—London Epistle. 


“Jesus, my God, my all, 
Whilst at Thy feet I lie, 
Thou wilt not let me lower fall, 
And none can higher fly.” 


Davip Hunt. 
New PRovIpENcsE, Iowa, Twelfth mo. Ist, 1877. 
os 
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ORGANIZATION OF A MEETING FOR 
WORK. 

If the question was asked of many members 
of the Society, what were the reasons for de- 
siring union with the meeting to which they 
belonged, the reply would probably be, in 
order to worship with them in accord with 
their convictions as to what is the best 
mode of Christian worship; to receive the 
instruction and support in Christian life, 
which flows from fellowship with those of 
like views of Christian truth; and for the 
opportunity to make a united testimony to 
those views in practice before the world. 

In these replies, one very important rea- 
son would in our judgment be left out, to 
wit: that they might find assistance and 
counsel in work for the Lord. 

Onlv a few members are required to fill 
the offices demanded by the simple organiza- 
tion of our Church, and oftentimes the rest 
of the flock are left to find their field of ser- 
vice as best they may. 

There may be varied kinds of work car- 
ried on by the members of the congregation, 
but simply for want of some direction, indi- 
viduals often go for a long time without find- 
ing work suited to their qualifications. No 
system is formed by the officers of the con- 
gregation, and there is no looking out that 
each should have a place to serve the Mas- 


| ter. 


A few weeks since we published the plan 


‘for a visitation of all the meetings of a 


Quarterly Meeting adopted in England, and 
now it is gratifying to be able to present 4 
very simple plan of work adopted by a New 
England congregation for this winter. It 
does not include many branches of Christian 
labor in which some congregations engage, 
and is offered not as a model of fulness in 
this respect, but as an example of much 
needed system. 
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TO ANY MEMBER OF THE FAMILY, 


The following plan of Christian work for the 
members of our Society in , this win- 
ter is submitted. 

Please send me a postal card, stating the | 
department in which thou art most inter-| 
ested, and wouldst be willing to work, and} 
oblige, 

A Sewing Class, for women and girls,to meet | 
inthe meeting-house,once a week, in the after- | 
noon ; material for them to work upon being | 
provided by the committee, and the gar-| 
ments made to be the property of the party 
making them. The class to be instructed by 
lady teachers, averaging one to every three 
members of the class. It is desirable that 
at least fifteen volunteers be secured for this 
service. 

A Course of Lectures, to be delivered 
once in two weeks, to be free, a collection | 
to be taken up for the Charity Fund of the 
City Mission. It is desirable that these lec- 
tures be upon subjects of practical impor- 
tance, such as “‘ The care and nursing of the 
sick,” Drainage,” ‘Higher education,” 
‘Reformatory work,’ and topics of a simi- 
lar character. So far we the 
material, these lectures to be 
our own members. 

A Missionary Meeting to be held once a 
month, two Friends to represent each cause 
in which our people are interested, viz.: 
Foreign Missions, Indian Civilization, Poor 
Whites in North Carolina, The Freedmen, 
Peace, Bible School, Temperance, City Mis- 
sions. If possible a little fund to be raised. 

A Scriptural Topic Meeting, in which 
a virtue, as for example, Patience, Faith, 
Conversation, &c., shall be the theme, and 
different aspects of the question, as treated 
inthe Holy Scriptures, be brought out 

A Class of Young Persons, to be calle: 
the ‘‘ Entertainment Committee,” to prov ide 
Reading, Recitations, Declamations, &e. 
for meetings requiring things of this sort. 

It proposed to hold meetings and 
lectures as above on Fourth-day evening of 
the week. 


as have 


delivered by 


is 


TO THE SPIRITUAL 

Ob! be daily sensible of the tender good- 
hess and mercy of the Lord, which is broken 
forth among you! What mercy, what love 
hath the Father shown unto you, that ye 
should be accounted the children of God ! 
That they which were once nigh (the out- 
ward Jews), should be removed so far off ; 
and ye who were far off, should be 
brought so nigh, and should forever inherit 
the sure mercies of David! For of a tru’h 
the Lord will never forsake you; but His 
mercy endureth forever towards you, and 


TRUE CHRISTIANS. 


sO 


| Did 


| that He would forgive their sins and 
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your stakes shall never be removed; but this 
inward building shall stand forever; where- 
of the outward Sion was but a figure. 
Secondly, Remember what the Lord prom- 
ised Himself concerning you. When He 
was weary of that pe yple (the Jews), and 
continually complaining of them, Oh! what 


| did He promise Himself concerning the peo- 
| ple He would bring forth by the Spirit and 


power of the Messiah in the latter days! 
He not promise Himself that they 
should be an holy people, an inwardly cir- 


/cumcised people, a people that should please 


Him ; sheep that should bear the Shepherd’s 
voice, and be healed by Him, gathered home 
to Him, and so follow and learn of Him, the 
Shepherd, that they should all know 
Him from the least to the greatest; and 
heal 
their backslidings, “and they should not re- 
turn to folly, or backslide any more, as the 
children after the flesh alw: ays did? Is not 
this the people whom indeed God hath formed 
for Himself, who shalk show forth His 
praise ? 

Thirdly, Remember what a covenant God 
hath prepared to make with you, as ye in- 
cline your ears to Him, and are led by Hi 
into the holy agreement with Him ; 
covenant which is not weak, as the old cov- 
enant was, but is full of virtue and vigor, to 
enable you to do whatever God require s of 
you. Mark whatitcontains —putting God’s 
fear into you, not the fear which is taught 
by man’s precepts, which man may get into 
carnal mind; but which God places as 
reasury of life in the heart; it is 
written, ‘‘ The fear of the Lord is His treas- 
ure.”? lsaiab xxxiii. 6. And oh! who knows 
the preciousness of this treasure! How it 
cleanseth the heart, and keeps it clean, and 
will not suffer the mind that is seasoned 
with it, and kept to it, to depart from the 
living God! It fences from unbelief ; it 
fences from disobedience; it will not suffer 
the soul so much as to meddle with any ap- 
pearance of evil. Oh! glorious, 
blessed treasure! Happy is the man that 
feareth always with this fear! 

Another thing this (new) covenant con- 
tains is the law written in the heart, that it 
shall be as near, yea, nearer, than sin is, in 
the heart that is made tender, and has the 
law of the Spirit of life written in it. 
But this covenant contains yet more, 
the putting of God’s own Spirit 
them, to be a fountain of life there, a foun- 
tain of wisdom and strength there; to make 
them more and more willing in the day of 
His power, and to cause them to walk in His 
ways, and keep His statutes and judgments 
and do them, that the Lord their God may 
bless them and delight in them. 
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Oh! who would not long after, and take 
up cross and shame, to enjoy the glory of 
this state ! Oh! who would not 
desire to keep this blessed covenant with the 
Lord, that he might fully enjoy the Lord, that 
the marriage with the Maker might be wit- 
nessed in His loving kindness and everlasting 
righteousness, and all unrighteousness and 
uncleanness might be put away, removed, 
and separated from the heart forever.-- 
I. Penington, Works, p. 284, 285. 


oe 


MoRAVIAN Missions.—The Moravians or 
United Brethren have ninety-five 
stations in various parts of the world, some 
of them among “ the worst of the heathen.” 
They support more than three hundred male 


and female missionaries, beside a large staff | 


of native assistants. They also sustain one 
institution for preparing missionaries in Ger 
many, four for training teachers in the West 
Indies and South Africa, and a theological 
seminary in Jamaica. Notwithstanding 
their well-known economy, the total annual 
cost of their missions in 1876 was estimated 
at £47,000, or about $235,000. Of this, the 
missions themselves supply about one-half. 
The remainder bas to be raised by the con- 
tributions of their members, or of other 
Christians in sympathy with them. A 
deficit of $30,000 for 1876 has led them to 
appeal to Christians generally for help. 


oe. 


THE MENNONITES IN NEBRASKA, 


Zhe Russian Exiles in Nebraska, their Methods 
of Farming, Personal Characterists, Etc. 


Mapison, Wis., Oct 12th—Nothing 
juvenates one so much as a ramble through 
a& new country,—unless perhaps through an 
old one. Accordingly I dedicated last 
month to Nebraska. Between the Platte 
and Republican rivers, where six years ago 
I surveyed the hunting ground of the ante- 
lopes, elks, and buffaloes, I now the 
dwellings of a hundred thousand settlers. 

Leaving the beaten railroad track I made 
excursions,—each of a day or more from 
Lincoln, Crete, Seward, York, Howard 
Friendville, Hastings, &c. But none of my 
tours gave me more of surprise—and of pleas- 
ure as well—than those about Beatrice and 
Sutton. Near each of these places there is 
a colony of five hundred Mennonites. These 
people, like Quakers, hold it wrong to serve 
as soldiers. 
German stock, fourscore years ago immigrated 
to the north shore of the Black Sea,with the 
promise of exemption from military ser- 
vices. Being now denied that exemption 
they have sought new homes. They bring 


see 


mission | 


REVIEW. 


with them some money—though sheared 
and fleeced, before they escape Russian mas- 
ters. But they bring what is better than 
money alone for building up a country —skill in 
tillaze, in stock-raising, in mechanic arts— 
frugality which buys nothing it can do with- 
out, judgment how to buy, as well as an in- 
dustry which never wastes a minute. They 
will burden Nebraska with no pauper, no 
drunkard, no criminal. Suicidal is the poli- 
ey which expels them, and happy is the 
State where most of them shall fix their 
abode. 

Before them the wilderness literally blos- 
soms, for they all have flower gardens, and 





re.- | 


Their ancestors, who were of 


feel that while grain is God’s bounty, flow- 
lers are His smiles. One of them led me to 
ithe first peach ripening on a tree he had 
set out only two years before. Another 
| measured for me a cottonwood of equal age. 
| At four feet from the ground its girth was 
| fifteen and a half inches. It must have 
| been growing a year or two before it was re- 
|planted. I was glad to learn that their 
Laverage wheat crop here twice as 
great as they harvested in Russia. It 
proves that we can undersell Russians in the 
British market. 

In Jefferson county, one of these exiles 
for conscience’ sake, has tried his ’prentice 
hand on twenty three hundred sheep. His 
feeding was criticized by a principal sheep 
raiser of Seward. But the fleeces of the 
turned out heavier than his 
Let bim laugh who wins. 


1s 


critic’s. 
The Russian Quakers often quote the 
‘text: “Prove all things; hold fast that 


| . 

| Mennonite 
| 

i 

| 


| which is good.” When I visited their prin- 
‘cipal sheep ranch, its chief manager had 
gone to Wisconsin for a still finer class of 
\bucks. Our plows, harness, horses, and 
| wagon-brakes they admit to be superior to 
theirs. The Yankee who shall introduce in- 
to Russia our wind-mills for raising water, 
they say, will become a millionaire. 

Nevertheless in some things we may 
learn of them. One of them in quest of a 
water privilege was told at York that 
| there was none there, though one had been 
much sought for in that place, as there was 
no mill within eighteen miles. The poor 
|outcast knew better. He perceived that 
| Beaver creek was just like one near the 
Cuban river, where be had once built a mill 
himself He dared to act on his convictions, 
and his mill-stones have turned out flour for 
half a year. This mill-wright is aged—but 
his sons have learned his cunning, and 
while adding a much desired element to the 
prosperity of York, they will do a more 
‘lucrative business for themselves than 
slaughtering Turks. I hope they have 
‘learned the couplet, 
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Hew happy is the man who lives in the mill; 
The mill turns round, be takes what he will, &c. 


Sure am I that they will feast on western | 
turkeys,while but for. emigration they would | 
be suffering i in the field. 

But our greatest economical debt to Rus 
sian refugees is for fuel. How much time, 
talent, and money have been expended in| 
search of a Nebraska coal mine—a finding 
that is still in the future. But 
as good was detected by the Mennonites at a | 
glance. It was my fortune four years ago | 
to travel with the deputies who first exam- 
ined Adams and Webster counties. I en- 
deavored to apologize for the treelessness 
and said that timber would grow; that coal 
was not dear, &c. My labor, asI soon dis- 
covered, was needless. ‘ Here is plenty of 
fuel,” said they, pointing to prairie grass 
and straw heaps. “ With this,” they ‘said, 
“we have always cooked, warmed our 
houses, and even burnt brick.” Their words | 
I remembered, but their truthfulness was 
rather beyond belief. Of late, however, I 
have eaten a dinner cooked by grass, as well | 
as examined straw-furnaces in the houses of | 
Bishop Peters and scores of his flock. There | 
has been no freezing in his house (48x26) 
during the two years since it was built. 
Yet his only winter fuel has been straw, 
aud his furnace—the iron work of which 
cost $5 —is heated only three times a day. 
W bes Nebraska had wasted now warms a 
thousand Muscovites. Russian furnaces, I 
notice, are already set up in the houses of| 
Yankees, who see that if their fuel shall 
be henceforth costly or their dwellings cold 
the fault will be all their own. 

Near Sutton, I entered the home of an-| 
other Russian exile. A thresher was at| 
work on stacks which would turn out twelve | 
hundred bushels. He had twelve children, | 
the youngest seven years old, and all were | 
at work about the place. The mother, not| 
only of this dozen but of three others, seems | 
still in her best years. Her eight boys 
will each inherit a forty- -acre lot. Providence | 
thought it too bad for them to bleed under| 
the Turkish cimeters. 

Pror. J. D. Burier. 
—Herald of Truth. 
F -_ 

Fasnion.—De Witt Talmage says :—“ The 
goddess of fashion has become the rival of 
the Lord of heaven and earth, and it is high 
time that we unlimbered our batteries| 
against this idolatry.” Fashion is one of | 
Satan’ s “powers.” To be the slave of it, is 
80 far to be the slave of Satan. Christ | 
came to make His people free indeed, not in 
hame only. Those who really consecrate 


themselves to Christ must break away from 
it. 


| 





|more vividly shown 


something | ' 


| Carlsbad, 


| read, 


isaid: ‘I 


| told 
leven at that time.” 


}at sea again. 
,| going if I thought I could get some work in 
|a climate favorable to my health. 


| spiritual advancement. 
| I think, can try one more than the constant 
| succession of new sights; feeding the lust 
|of the eyes, without a sufficient correspond- 
ling good ; 


REVIEW. 327 


A DISCIPLE SECRETLY—A DISCIPLE 
OPENLY. 


The contrast between that state in which 
one believes on Christ and yet is unwilling 
to confess Him openly through fear of man, 
and that of a truly devoted heart, is seldom 
than in the following 
accounts of the earnest lay preacher, Hay 
Macdowall Grant, as given in his memoirs. 
lhe first refers to him when travelling for 
pleasure on the Continent : 

‘“‘T met Mr. and Mrs. Macdowall Grant at 
in 1847. He was a remarkably 
aristocratic-looking man, pleasing and cour- 


,| teous in manner, and won all hea arts by his 
| gentleness and kindness. 
|on the Lord’s 
| votional, and he 


In public worship 
day he was unmistakably de- 
was glad to have the loan 

books, which he certainly 
could not be induced _ to 
their contents. Long after- 
when I reminded him of this, he 
remember it well, it was just 
pride!’ There was a deep feeling in the 
minds and hearts of fellow-Christians that 
he was tending Godward, but there was 
never anything tangible to lead one to think 
that he was a converted man, although he 
me afterwards that he really was so 


of religious 
but 
talk over 


wards, 


Some years later he writes in his diary: 
“Garthland, Nov. 24th, 1863. I thought I 
had made up my mind to submit to go 


| abroad as the most likely means of restoring 


my health for future usefulness, but I am all 
I would not hesitate about 


But if it 
be only to fight the battle among careless 
worldlings, I dread receiving more scars in 
my own ‘soul than being of real use to oth- 
ers, and the foreign life one leads at hotels is 
a very distracting one.” 

* Leghorn, Apri! 26th, 1865. 
glad to be quiet again at home, 


I shall be 
if it please 


ithe Lord to bring me back hence, for this 


far from conducive 


Indeed, 


travelling about is to 


few things, 


and then there are too few oppor- 
tunities of advancing the cause of truth, 

rather too few that I am willing to take ad- 
vantage of. I think the selfish principle of 
our nature is more fed by novelty than in 
any other way; no one thinks it otherwise 


| than right to try and get the first berths on 


steamers, the best rooms at hotels, best 
places in railway carriages, always, always 
the best of everything for dear self, and 
thus the self-denying principle is lost sight 
of almost entirely.” 
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PHILADELPHIA, FIRST xOnTE 5, 1878. 





GLIMMERINGS OF PEACE. | 


The faintest rays of dawn can scarcely be 


distinguished in the dark sky, but they are the | 
harbingers ofsunrise. The indications of peace | 


being established among nations have been 
sadly few and faint hitherto, yet a glimmer 
of hope shows itself from timetotime. One 
of these is the success thus far of England’s 
best statesmen and wisest people in prevent- 
ing her from joining in the wicked and fool- 
ish Russo-Turkish war. Another is the fol- 
lowing up of the Geneva arbitration by the 
promise of President Hayes that he will em- 
ploy arbitration in case of any dispute with 
foreign nations arising during his adminis- 
tration. This expectation that the 
troubles on the Mexican border will not be 
allowed to lead to a war with that distracted 


vives 


republic, and the consequent annexation of 
some of the people of that country to add 
still further to the great difficulties of gov- 
ernipg our own. 

Joseph Cook, in his lecture on ‘‘ Ultimate 
America,” just delivered, points to the time 


within three centuries wh $25 


oZ0 
English-speaking people, in alliance but not 
in union, may belt the earth and control al 
seas, and with such “‘ an alliance war would 
be almost impossible and peace universal.” 
It is a slight gleam of the brightness of that 
coming time that Minister Welsh should use 
such language as he did in replying to the 
address of the civic authorities of Liverpool 
on his recent reception by them at his land 
ing in England. He said: 


‘My mission is the mission of my coun- 
try—one of peace and good will 


towards 
men—and while I continue among you it 


shall be my pleasure, as it will be my duty, 
to cement still more strongly, if it be possi- 
ble, the bonds of kind feeling now so h: uppily 
existing between Great Britain and the 
United States of America. Both govern- 
ments are striving to loosen the hold which 
the traditions of the past have upon them, 
and to regard reason as superior to force in 
leading to a just determination of all ques- 
tions which arise between them, and a course 
which commends itself so strongly to the in- 
telligence and to the conscience of mankind 


000,000 of 
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cannot long be without its influence on other 
nations. While commerce contributes largely 
towards producing a sympathy between man 
and his fellow-man,and I am glad that my life 
has been devoted mainly to its pursuits, I 


am quite sensible that it is but a feeble in- 
'strument towards effecting the great moral 


reformation which is needed. That lies 
with the people who constitute the nations, 
who bear the sorrows and burdens incident 
to war, and for whose protection and welfare 
governments exist. In our respective coun- 
tries this is beginning to be well understood, 
May a like consciousness of their responsi- 
bilities be soon realized by all the people of 
the world!” 


DIED. 


DEACON.—At Princeton, N. J., on Eleventh mo, 
27th, 1877, Mary S., wife of John E. Deacon, in the 
5ist year of her age. She was by birth a member 
of the Hicksite Meeting, and continued to be 
until about fourteen years ago, when she thought it 
right to connect herself and family with the Orthodox 
Friends. In this society she remained a faithful and 
consistent member until her death About seven years 
ago, M.S. Deacon, with her husband and family, came 
to Princeton. Here she became acquainted with many 
of the students of the Theological Seminary, in whose 
comfort and happiness she took a deep interest. Her 
deeds of kindness towards us cannot be counted ; she 
did more for us than we can tell, We respected her; 
we esteemed her; we loved her. It was said of her 
by one, ‘She was one of the best Christians I ever 
knew;” by another, «Humility was one of the 
marked traits of her character;’’ by another, “She 
was one among athousand. I loved her as my own 
mother, and look back to my acquaintance with her 
with the greatest happiness.” Such and similar ex- 
pressions of esteem were uttered by young men who 
now occupy positions of influence as ministers in the 
church, and by others who are yet among us. She 
held firmly to her own principles, but did not lack 
that charity which recognizes all who profess to be 
saved by faith, as brethren in the Lord. She wor- 
shipped in her own way and often we would go to 
her meeting and worship with her. She was modest 
and unobtrusive ; and being a great sufferer for years, 
she was not personally known to many beyond those 
whom she met in her own home. Here, however, 
her influence was felt by all who knew her. 
It was impossible to know her and not to love 
her. She was truly great in her goodness. She was 
a devoted wife; a kind and loving, and a dearly loved 
mother. She was one of the most unselfish persons we 
ever knew. Even through all her afflictions she was 
forgetful of herself and mindful of others. None who 
saw her suffer and heard her ask concerning the health 
and comfort of others, could think differently. Her 
suffering was so severe that she often desired earnestly 
to be gone, and to beat rest, yet through grace she 
was enabled say, “I can wait the Lord’s time.’ 
And shortly before her death she said, « I can now say 
amen to it all.” Sometimes it seemed strange and 
mysterious that one so perfect should be called upon 
to suffer as she suffered. We believe, however, that 
she was made perfect through sufferings; that she 
kissed the rod until the hand of love that held it 
dropped it and held her. “Here is the patience of 
the saints; here are they that kee 


p the commandments 
of God, and the faith of Jesus.” (From a Student) 


to 














WILLIAMS.—On the 28th of Tenth mo., 1877, 
Olive, daughter of Solomon and Margaret Williams, | 
in the 14th year of her age. 
disease, Elizabeth, wife of Oliver Williams, in the 22nd 
year of her age; members of Hinkle’s Creek Monthly 
Meeting, Indiana. These young Friends were sisters- 
in-law, and dearly beloved by each other. They left 
the evidence behind them that they are now with the 
redeemed of the Lord, where they will sing His 
praises through the endless ages of eternity. They 
were buried at the same time, after a large and solemn 
meeting. 


ROMANS.—On the 7th of Eleventh mo., 1877, at 
the residence of her son-in law, Bennett Gray, Card- 
ington, Ohio, Sally, widow of Joseph Romans; a 
member of Alum Creek Monthly Meeting. Her long 
and painful illness was borne with Christian fortitude 
and patience; although she was not able to lie upon 
her bed for more than a year. She peacefully depart- 
ed, having full assurance of a happy eternity in the 
world to come. 
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THE CORPORATION OF HAVERFORD 


COLLEGE. 


A Special Meeting of the Corporation of Haverford 
College will be held, by order of the Board of Man 
agers, at the Committee Room of Arch Street Meeting- 
house, Philadelphia, on Sixth-day, First mo. 11th, 
1878, at 3.30 o’clock, P. M., to consider certain pro 
posed amendments to the Charter of the Corporation. 
EDWARD BETILE 

> 
Board of Kansas Yearly Meeting 
appoint a General Meeting at Tonganoxie, Leavenworth 
county, Kansas, beginning the 17th of First mo., 1878, 
at 11 o’clock, A. M.; Committee to meet at 10. On 
behalf of the Committee, 


DRUSILLA WILSON, Clerk. 


, JR., Secretary. 


THE Missionary 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mup tick, N. C., Twelfth mo. 25th, 1877. 

Dear Epiror:—Since our last Yearly 
Meeting, which was one of the favored sea- 
sons, owned and crowned by the Lord, His 
ambassadors have been engaged in various 
places in this part of the field, sowing the 
seed of the kingdom, and watering plants 
already springing up. M. P. Moon and 
husband, from Indiana, held a series of 
meetings for a week at Centre with blessed 
results ; thence with other laborers at Dover, 
Rocky River, Cane Creek, and South Fork, 
all of which were seasons of blessing, es- 
pecially the last, at which upwards of thirty 
persons professed to find pardon for past 
sins, and many of the Inkewarm 
vived and enabled to thank God, 
fresh courage. 

From thence L. J. Moore and others went 
to “Chatham,” where they had an open 
door and good service. 

The writer was engaged for several days 
at Gees, in a Baptist neighborhood. Much 
interest and tenderness of heart were mani- 
fested. Thus we feel encouraged in the 


were re- 
and take 
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The same day, of heart | 


| thought that the Lord is beginning to re- 
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vive His work in the hearts of His people in 
this part of His heritage, and an earnest 
desire is begotten in many souls to know a 
closer walk with their dear Saviour, and to 
have a more full assurance of their accept- 


}ance with Him through faith in His atoning 


blood. 

To-day was held a very full meeting on 
the subject of temperance, at Cane Creek 
where there has been quite « large accession 
to our members recently. The form of 
pledge used was prepared nearly a half cen- 
tury ago, and to it thousands have adhered 
aoe Thy friend, Isham Cox. 





CONTIN 


YUOUS SELF-SURRENDER TO GOD. 








I assert that it is a fixed natural law that 
when you yield utterly to God, He streams 
into you, gives a new sense of His presence, 
and imparts a strength unknown before. 
Will you try such self-surrender? and then 
will you repeat the experiment as often as 
opportunity offers? I care not how often. 
Every path of choice divides before me. 
The right hand or the left I must take, and 
I take the right. Immediately the path di- 
vides right and left again. I take the right. 
Immediately it divides. Every choice as to 
the path has a moral character; and so sin 
rolls up fast, or the habit of virtue grows 
fast. Every day you put forth billions of 
choices, and in every choice there is a moral 
motive. But now I affirm that in these bil- 
lions of opportunities for experiments, in 
these ten thousand times ten thousand 
chances to test whether [I am right or 
wrong, you will not find one chance failing 
to give you this verdict: That if you yield 
utterly to God, He will stream through you. 
Whenever your conscience is made g rladly 
supreme, its yoke will transform itself into 
acrown. This constant experience you will 
have at every forking of the ways. Rising 
through that constant experience we may, 
even in our present low estate, approach the 
bliss of the upper ranges of being, and of 
those who never have sinned, and of that 
nature which was revealed on earth as the 
fulness of Him who filleth all in all. His 
bliss is the brizhtness of all infinities, and is 
symbolized to us by our own intellectual, 
wsthetic, and moral gladness, when we are 
right with a universe in which all law is 
one thought, and that His own. It should 
be asserted by science, in the name of 
experiment, that man may become a partaker 
of the Divine nature. Adjust the conscience 
to the law it reveals, and He whose will the 
law expresses, will invariably produce in 
the soul the largest measure it can receive 
of its own bliss and strength. J. Cook. 
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GLEANINGS. 

George Fox in speaking of the spirit and | 
profession of some, said, “‘ It begot none to 
God.” It is a good test of any profession | 
whether it brings others to live unto God. | 

It is only when we lead an upright life in| 
all things that Jesus can speak through us, | 
and tell to the outside world that there is 
a “difference between the righteous and the 
wicked, and between him that serveth God, | 
and Him that serveth Him not.”—C. P.| 
Hammond. 

It is our bounden duty to implore our 
Heavenly Father to allow war to be settled | 
otherwise. I never will allow that any 
country is civilized in the right sense as long | 
as it invents and is proud of destructive ma-| 
chines and inventions which send shoals of | 
men at once into eternity and hell.—Mrs. 
Pearse, in ‘‘ The Christian.” 

‘Five missionary societies of Great Britain | 
are now planting mission stations on Lakes| 
Tanganyika and Nyanza.”’ 

‘‘In 1776 there was one evangelical min- | 
ister to every 2400 of the population, now| 
we have one for every 700.” 

“In the last 70 years the advances of 
Christianity among those who never heard 
of it before, have been greater than in the 
first seventy years of the apostolic age.”— 
Cook. 

Max Muller thinks that the earliest 
Aryans called the deity Heaven-Father from | 
the steadliy recurring phenomena of the sky, 
suggesting an eternal and overruling power. | 

This consciousness of God, which is the 
dawn of all religion, is reached not as a con- 
clusion reasoned out from premises, not as a| 
law generalized from a multitude of facts, 
but as a first instinct of intelligence, a per- 
ception flasked on the soul as directly as im-| 
pressions are borne in upon the sense, a faith 
which may be afterwards fortified by argu-| 
ments, but is itself anterior to all argument. | 
—Shairp, Poetic Interpretation of Nature, | 

. 96. 

“Temple Bar, London, is in course of de-| 
molition, after occupying its present site 208 
years, The Bar is the successor of a still 
older one, and even as late as 1772, heads of 
traitors were exhibited upon it’? How soon! 
will trophies of war be considered as shock- 
ing ? 

A society to promote simple funerals ex-| 
ists in London. | 





— > 


Slipping of Locomotive Wheels.—M. Ra-| 
beuf finds that the slipping of locomotive | 
wheels, on ‘‘down grades,” varies betwee 


n 
thirteen and twenty-five per cent. This in- 


volves a great loss of fuel, as well as a great | 


|appeared unto our father Abraham,” 


wear of tires and rails, and opens a new 
field for study which may perhaps lead to 
important economical results. 


e — 


| BIENNIAL BIBLE-SCHOOL CONFERENCE, 


(Continued from page 305) 


EVENING SESSION. 


The Conference met at 7 o’clock, and after a 
season of devotional silence proceeded with the 
regular business. 

Jas. C. Fletcher, of Indianapolis, spoke briefly 
on the address of Sarah P. Morrison. The sub- 
ject was one in which he had taken a deep inter- 
est. Most of his life had been spent in teaching 


| the Bible in other countries, and he had found 


this one of the most effiecient means. His work 
had been mainly in Brazil, Portugal, and Italy. 
His last labors were in the city of Naples. He 
related an incident of a little Italian girl who had 


| been taught the commandments in a Protestant 
| school at Rome, and was afterward dragged 


away to a convent, where she steadily maintained 
her belief, refusing to bow to the image of the 
virgin, notwithstanding the severe persecution 
to which she was subjected, and was eventually 
released. 

David B. Updegraff, of Mt. Pleasant, O., read 
an able and instructive paper on ‘‘The Spirituality 
of the religion of Christ, the only remedy for 
ritualism,”’ as follows : 

A rapid glance at successive events may assist 
us to discriminate between the various stages of 


} advance, in the communication of God's will to 


man, and of the progress of man’s apprehension 
of that will. In the Antediluvian world man 
seems to have been left with little law, either 
civil or religious, and the speedy result was, that 
‘all flesh had corrupted his way on the earth,” 
and “it was filled with violence.’’—‘‘ And God 
said unto Noah, behold I will destroy them from 
the earth.” i 

‘‘And after these things,” ‘‘the God of Glory 
“and 
into the land of Canaan they came,” “ unto 
the place of Sichem.” ‘There builded he 
an altar unto the Lord who appeared unto 
him.” Again, ‘‘God talked with him, saying, 
I will establish my covenant between me and 


thee.” ‘And he received the sign of circumci- 


|sion, a seal of the righteonsness of the faith 


which he had.”" And his “covenant of prom- 
ise ’’ imposed no other conditions, made no other 
demands, but was one of unconditional grace. 
** J will show thee.” ‘ / will make of thee a 
great nation,” “And I will bless thee,” ‘ And | 
will give unto thee the land wherein thou art a 
stranger,” ‘‘ And I will bless her and give thee a 
son also of her.’ Again we note that God gave 
this inheritance to Abraham by Promise, not by 
law, agreement, or compact. 

About four hundred years later, “the Lord 


| said, I have surely seen the affliction of my peo- 


ple which are in Egypt, and have heard their 
cry by reason of their task-masters—for I know 
their sorrows, and I am come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyptians.” And 
wondrously indeed, in this work of redemption 
from the galling yoke of Egyptian thraldom, did 
the God of Abraham display Himself in behalf of 
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His afflicted seed, ‘‘ judging that nation to whom 
they were in bondage,” and making good His 


| 


promise that His people should ‘‘ come forth out | 


of Egypt and serve God upon Mount Sinai.” 
Accordingly “‘ the Lord came from Sinai and rose 
up from Seir unto them, and from His right hand 
went forth a fiery law for them.” This was a 
new covenant, not of grace, but of works, “the 
one from Mount Sinai which gendereth to bond- 
age.” Oneto which ‘all the people’’ became 
responsible, responding to God’s demand to 
“obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant” 
—that ‘all that the Lord hath spoken will we do.”’ 
Inasmuch as the moral distance between God 
and Israel was so great, it was beautifully fitting 
that He should retire into the darkness of a “‘thick 
cloud,” and that when “the people saw the 
thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of 
the trumpet, and the mountain smoking—/shey 
removed and stood afar off." The very expres- 
sive term “‘ fiery,’’ as applied to the law, not only 
declares the holiness of its divine character, but 
God's intolerance of sin, within or without, and 
His purpose to destroy it, for ‘‘ our God is a con- 
suming fire.” 

Such is the ‘law that was given by Moses,”’ 
and ‘‘was ordained by angels in the hand of a 
mediator.’” Thus far we have considered it as a 
whole, but we now needto understand clearly 
the distinction between the moral and the cere- 
monial, or that which was constitutional and per- 
manent, and that which was legislative and tem- 
porary. The first was the moral law, “ written 
with the finger of God on two tables of testimo- 
ny," and ‘hese Moses “ put into the ark,” and 
“put the mercy seat above upon the ark.” Now 
this moral law or commandment is holy, just and 


good, not only forbidding all sinful conduct in 
life, but it ‘‘is spiritual,"’ and demands all holy 


affections from the heart. 
grand division is : 
thy God with all thy heart,” while that of the 
second is: ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.” —Matt. xx. 29. 

These are inflexible demands of the law, and 
not one tittle less will satisfy it. It thus declares 
God’s unaltered standard of what man ought to 
be and ought te do. But it comes to men who 
have, as yet, neither life nor righteousness, but 
are ‘ carnal, sold under sin,” since ‘‘ by one of- 
fence judgment came upon all men to condem- 
nation,” and sin hath reigned unto death. Now 
for this state of “enmity against God,” the /aw 
contains no remedy. 

It offers neither improvement of man’s nature, 
nor the imparting of a new one. It promises no 
Strength, it speaks not of mercy. In uncom- 
promising majesty it stands to insist on its right- 
tous demands of those who are not only helpless 
and “without strength,” but in absolute ignor- 
ance of the depth of their depravity and true 
distance from God. But just here it renders a 
wondrous service to them “ that are ignorant and 
out of the way,” by giving a knowledge of sin 
that it might appear sin, and “that sin by the com- 
mandment might become exceeding sinful,” that 

the offence might (be seen to) abouud, and the 
law work wrath,” until, overwhelmed by the 
utter hopelessness and extent of moral derange- 
ment, and the impending curse of a broken law, 


The sum of its first 


the sinner might be glad to “flee for refuge | 
And how was this | 


to the hope set before him.” 


‘Thou shalt love the Lord! 
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under the first covenant? How precious are the 
unfoldings of the designs of the ‘God of all 
grace.” How fitted are the announcements of 
the purposes of the Divine mind to form and ex- 
alt the mind of man. Dismayed at the discovery 
of the exalted and unanswered claims of heaven, 
what a joy to find that God has not forgotten to 
make Provision for man’s deepest necessities, 
A mercy seat “of pure gold” has been provided, 
and “‘there,”’ Said He, ‘‘1 will meet with thee and 
commune with thee,” no longer from the cloudy 
summit of Sinai, retiring ‘‘within the vail” into the 
“holiest of all,"’ and from this blood-sprinkled 
mercyseat henceforth, “the Lord called unto Moses 
and spake unto him out of the tabernacle of the 
congregation,” vindicating His name as ‘“‘ The 
Lord,—the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering and abundant in goodness and 
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving in- 
iquity and transgression and sin,—yet by no 
means clearing the guilty.”’ But what is the pro- 
vision for forgiving transgression and sin, and 
‘* justifying the ungodly and guilty,” inasmuch as 
he cannot be “ cleared,’ and ‘‘all the world” 
have become guilty before God ? 

Paul gives the answer when he declares 
“ the law was added because of transgressions,” 
and surely if transgressors are ever ‘“‘to come 
nigh "* unto God and be constituted worshippers, 
He alone who is able and who has undertaken 
to make provision for man’s need, can give di- 
rections as to just how it shall be accomplished. 
‘‘So Aaron and his sons did all things which the 
Lord commanded by the hand of Moses.”’ And 
thus there camg to be a divinely appointed cere- 
monial law, and this was Ritualism. All the 
minutia of life and every form of religious wor- 
ship and service was carefully prescribed, and 
nothing was left to the invention, imagination or 
whims of men. First of all a sacrifice was ap- 
pointed as the only ground of approach to God, 
on the universal principle declared from the be- 
ginning—that ‘‘ without shedding of blood is no 
remission.” Next, priests ‘ordained to offer 
gifts and sacrifices,” and lastly, ‘‘ a worldly sanc- 
tuary,""—a place of worship, a tabernacle which 
man pitched by God’s order. Once again Jeho- 
vah condescends to allow man to prove his loy- 
alty. ‘ Ye shall, therefore, keep my statutes and 
my judgments, which if a man do he shall live 
in them.” Here life is not conditioned on what 
a man Zs, or on what he Jeeves, but entirely on 
what he does, and on the other hand, ‘ Cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things that 
are written in the book of the law to do them.”’ 

Thus, “‘ every transyression and disobedience 
received a just recompense of reward,’’—and 
the guilty who brought his offerings unto the 
Lord, ‘confessing that he had sinned in that 
thing,” ‘the priest shall make an atonement for 
him as concerning his sin, and it shall be for- 
given him,”—whilst he who neglected or rejected 
its provisions, or “despised Moses’ law, died 
without mercy.”’ It was a “ ministration of con- 
demnation,” but “ g/orious,"’ nevertheless. 

This “ law served unto the example and shad- 
ow of heavenly things," and the holy places 
made with hands were the figures of the true,” 
and ‘the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, did 
sanctify to the purifying of the flesh,” or to the 
reformation, improvement and subjugation of 
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the xatural man. Doubtless there were many, 
who, like Nathaniel, were ‘‘ Israelites indeed in 
whom was no guile, ‘‘ who, like Saul of Tarsus, 
were” blameless touching the righteousness of the 
law,’’ and as Zacharias and Elizabeth “ were 
both righteous before God, walking in a// the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless,’’ who, nevertheless, ‘“‘ had not attained 
to the law of righteousness,” 
the heart, and is only and always through faith ; 
and a very different thing from the “ righteous- 
ness of the law ;”’ which is by the observance of 
outward precepts, and can never produce inward 
Spirituality ; or free the soul from inbred sin. But 
the Jew was not without expectation, and though 


not a spiritual man and “‘all his life-time subject | 


to bondage through fear of death,” “yet by patient 
continuance in well doing he sought for glory and 
honor and immortality—eternal life." This was 
his hope, well as the resurrection from the 
dead, “unto which promise our twelve tribes, 
instantly serving God day and night, hope to 
come.’ Redemption through a coming Messiah 
was very imperfectly comprehended by the wor- 
shipper himself, but it was distinctly declared all 
through his law. So much for the institution and 


working of the ritual law. What about its ed- 
ing ? 


as 


“* Christ is the end of the law for righteousness, 
to every one that defieveth"’ and to none others. 
“ The law was added till the seed should come,” 
and ‘“‘was our school-master to bring us unto 
Christ.” Israel was ‘‘ kept under the law, shut 
up unto the faith which should afterwards be re- 
vealed,” until ‘‘ the fulness of time was come,and 
God sent forth His Son to redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might receive the adoption 
of sons.” Being bought off from the burden- 
some rites of a ‘‘ yoke which neither we nor our 
fathers could bear,” by the body of Christ, and 
delivered from the law, that being dead wherein 
we were held.’’ Thus argues and pleads the 
apostle with great heaviness and continual sor- 
row of heart, with ‘‘ his kinsmen according to 
the flesh.” The veil of the temple was rent, and 
the Shechinah was no longer present to fill with 
glorious light the Holy of Holies. Yet Israel 
stumbles at that stumbling-stone and will not 
believe, and so finding no end of the law, still 
wanders amid the wreck and ruin of a finished 
ritual, seeking to rekindle his altar fires with its 
fragments, rather than open the door of his heart 
to Him who cries, ‘‘ Behold the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and He will dwell with them.” 
We have now reached the close of the first great 
era in the worship of God,—the “ dispensation 
of the Father,” during, which for fifteen hundred 
years, He accepted such outer court worship from 
loyal Israel, though rendered in ‘‘ the oldness of 
the letter,” because of the divine revelation to 


peace, and ‘‘remembrance again made of sins 
every year.” ‘But the bringing in of a better 
hope did, whereby we draw nigh unto God.” 
‘“‘ For by one offering he hath perfected forever 
them that are sanctified ;” through an infinitely 
perfect sacrifice, and an eternal priesthood, Jesus 
has procured for and bestows upon all who re- 
ceive redemption through His blood, not only 
remission of sins, but a knowledge of it, ‘* Their 


which is written in | 
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sins and iniquities will I remember no more,” 
and ‘‘ the worshippers once purged should have 
no more conscience of sins.”” Not only so, but 
the believer is invited to enter upon the priestly 
worship and service of the inner temple. ‘ Hav- 
ing, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into 
| the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
|living way which He hath consecrated for us 
through the veil, that isto say, His flesh; and 
having a high priest over the house of God, let 
us draw near with a true heart in full assurance 


lof faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an 


evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure 
water.” ‘This is the covenant that I will mak 
with them after those days, saith the Lord, | will 
put my laws into their hearts and in their minds 
will I write them.” ‘‘ He taketh away the first 
that He may establish the second.” 

These thoughts have conducted us into the 
midst of the blessings and privileges of this, the 
last, and most glorious dispensation of the Holy 
Ghost, “ wherein the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus maketh free from the law of sin and 
death ;” “ that the righteousness of the law might 
be fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh but 
after the spirit.” 

Since Jesus was glorified and all the conditions 
of man's redemption completed, the Holy Spirit 
has come to effect in human consciousness all 
the promised results of this salvation, and so to 
fuse the thoughts of God with the mind of man, 
that His will may be done from the heart, and 
that testimony for Christ may possess an intensity 
of power, adequate to the increasing difficulties 
and exigencies of “the last days.’ Between 
these, the first and most elemental dispensation 
of the law, and /Ais, the /ast¢ and ferfect one ot 
the Holy Ghost—there is a ¢ransition period, oc- 
cupying a brief interval from the preaching of 
John to the day of Pentecost—a period in which 
men obtained ‘knowledge of salvation, by the 
remission of their sins,” and came to know “ after 
the flesh,” the Lord Jesus who was manifesting 
himself and “giving power to as many as re- 
ceived him to become the sons of God.” We 
have thus before us, three distinct stages in the 
development of the Divine mind and purposes as 
to man’s redemption, succeeding each other ac- 
cording to prophecy and promise with chronologi- 
cal as well as spiritual accuracy. 

It is important to remember that all were of 
divine origin and adapted with infinite wisdom 
and care to the varied needs and conditions of 
man. There was a marked difference in the in- 
ternal life and experience of the worshippers in 


|each, as well as in the external manifestations. 


The day of Pentecost reveals the “‘ church of the 
first-born,” or the first-fruits of the new era of the 
Spirit co-existent with the ‘‘ church in the wilder- 


| ness” and “ speaking freely,”” to devout men and 
them. But the “law made nothing perfect,” giving | 


only an imperfect sacrifice, and an imperfect con- | 
science, a priest full of infirmity, and unsettled | 


brethren of every nation, of the remission of sins 
and of the gift of the Holy Ghost. This variety 
| in dispensational experience, 2. ¢. the dispensation 
of the law, the dispensation of John the Baptist, 
| and the full dispensation of the Holy Spirit, imme- 
| diately became co-existent in the organized church, 
| and remains so to this day—and the mission of the 
| Spirit through the church is to “ present every man 
| perfect in Christ Jesus,” and “ to make all men to 
| see what is the fellowship of the mystery which 
from the beginning of the world hath been hid in 
God.” It is “ for the perfecting of the saints, 
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and that “ babes in Christ” shall not continue 
carnal and “children tossed to and fro,” but 
come “‘into a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ.” But this is 
a work, that in the nature of the case mever can 
be ended—since the more that the “saints are 
perfected ”"—and really “filled with all the ful- 
ness of God," the more will “ Zion travail and 
children be brought forth,” and be multi- 
plied as the stars of heaven, “babes in Christ” — 
“lambs” of the flock, who in /Aeir turn are to be 
fed with the “sincere milk of the word that they 
may grow thereby ” and be taught Aow to “ leave 
the first principles of the oracles of God and go 
on unto perfection.” Such is the self-perpetua- 
ting power of the Church of Christ. We believe 
that it is because of a failure just here, to recog- 
nize and acfupon this truth, that it may be rightly 
said of some portion of God's heritage, the 
“daughter of my people is become cruel ’’—and 
“she that had many children is waxed feeble.” 
The problem contained in our Thesis, seems 
then to be ¢Ais—how to provide “ tutors and gov- 
ernors,” or law sufficient for the household as 
such, and at the same time secure absolute deliver- 
ance from any “* yoke of bondage,” to every in- 
dividual believer who will accept this freedom 
from Christ. To be sure there still exist stupen- 
dous examples of ecclesiasticism, whose supremacy 
is not yet broken, but we do not sympathize with 
those who believe the real tendency of the age is 
toward ritualism. We think the rather that the 
unmistakable drift is toward /aw/essmess, both in 
Church and State. There is a wide-spread theory 
of spirituality, and only a ¢heory, which is very 
taking with all sorts of people, who inveigh, with 
flippant virulence, against “‘ creeds, observances, 
and professions,” claiming that God makes a direct 
revelation of His will toevery human soul, and that 
nothing more is needful for salvation. This 
wondrously suits the growing disrelish of all free 
thinkers, rationalists and infidels, for anything 
like “a technical piety or a theological faith.” 
Such are the men who triumphantly exult at the 
total absence of the “ form"’ (!) of prayer during 
the recent inauguration of a great university. We 
are therefore zo¢ of the number who denounce in 
unstinted terms all rightly prescribed forms of re- 
ligious service as a defunct and exploded ritualism. 
Undoubtedly there may be much form, without 
any true religion, but there can be no truly reli- 
gious association without some distinctive forms 
and regulations. If proof of this were asked, 
we need not go far to discover that those who 
most resolutely sought to avoid the establish- 
ment of religious form were succeeded by those 
who are amongst the most rigid formalists in 
the world. And this too an unwritten and 
traditional ritual, at once the most difficult to im- 
prove oramend, and in many respects superla- 
tively unscriptural, unreasonable and_ useless. 
Dr. Johnson once said of a ritualist ‘‘ He never 
passes a church without pulling off his hat, and 
this shows that he has good principles.” It might 
with equal propriety be said of another sample, 
that he never enters a house of worship, without 


a Consistent member of Society. 


Another well says, “There is one thing more im- | 
portant than to show to others our piety, and that | 


Sto have it." There is the most convincing evi- 








333 


hearer and to every reader of the discussions, in 
which many are actually spending their days, 
concerning the way things are done—church ma- 
chinery and methods—determined that the ark 
that served so good a purpose shall never be for- 
otten. Unlike Noah, they build a tabernacle 
or 2¢, as well as an altar to the Lord; and so the 
watchword has been too much, “ testimonies and 
Christ,” instead of Christ and testimony. The 
explanation of the case is exceedingly simple, if 
we do but understand the underlying principle, 
of uniform application, that if God's people do 
not reach to the “ suds/ance,"’ they must have the 
“ shadow.” 

If we have entered into covenant with God 
at all, and still have not fully received self-cruci- 
fixion,(and there is a wide range between the two), 
we are in some stage of spiritual nonage, and if 
so, must have “shadows of good things,” and 
“ordinances imposed on us,"’ for the subjugation 
and control of the “old man” which still lives. 
Christ by bis Spirit never assumes the direct con- 
trol of Aim, but a yoke of bondage of some sort 
is for him, and this governor or pedagogue hath 
“dominion over him as /ong as he liveth,” who- 
ever or wherever he may be. The “ righteous- 
ness of the (moral) law”’ (which is simply reduced 
to one word, /ove), can never be fully fulfilled by 
such as walk im fart after the flesh, and for that 
part the “ spirit of bondage and of fear"’ is given 
and remains. But ever since “ God sent his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to condemn sin 
in the flesh,” the destruction of inbred sin and 
freedom from the law, has been an offered privi- 
lege to every believer, simply contingent on his 
consecration and faith. But it is far more con- 
genial to nature to see its schoolmaster, ¢he Jaw, 
put to death, and to be permitted to live itself. 
Yet such emancipation from ceremonial law, can 
never insure the full ‘‘ walk in the Spirit,” and 
the fulfilling of the (moral) law, and so it is to 
continue in sin and is unmistakable antinomian- 
ism. It is conclusive then, look which way we 
will, according to the unanswerable and inspired 
arguments of the Apostle, ‘‘ that the law hath do- 
minion over a man, as long as he liveth.” There 
is no escape while “‘ the old man”’ continues to 
exist. It is equally conclusive from the same 
arguments that the individual believers (one by 
one and not the whole corporate church) may be 
made “ free from the law of sin and death by the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus ;” ‘ that our 
old man is crucified with him, that the body of 
sin might be destroyed ;” ‘‘that if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of his death, we 
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection ;” 
that we are thus buried into death by the baptism 
of the Spirit ; that we ave ‘‘now delivered from the 
law” provided that which was held by it (the old 
man) is dead, and that we may now “‘serve in the 
newness of the Spirit." Thus with the (moral) law, 
‘‘ written in the heart,” it becomes natural for the 
héart to keep it, since ‘‘ Love is the fulfilling of 
the law.”” Suchis God's remedy, and the only 


|remedy, for every system which addresses itself 


; |to unregenerate man as he is, and fascinates, 
a resolute retention of his hat, and this shows him | 


while it puts upon trial, the lurking confidence in 
the flesh, which hopes for improvement and final 
self-adjustment. The aid of God's grace, is, to 
be sure sought and expected, but there is not sub- 
mission to his unhindered working, until, after a 


dence of the justice of these remarks, to every | night of resolute endeavor to stand, we sink help- 
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less to earth, when smitten on the thigh, and cry 
out to the seemingly departing angel who tested 
us, “ I will not let thee go except thou bless me.’ 
We need not now detain long with an argument 
to establish not only the consistency, but the 
necessary connection between the two positions, 
the unfettered liberty of the Spirit for the individ- 
ual,and the existence of rightly “ prescribed forms 
of religious service "’ for the associated church. 
We allude again to the variety of life and expe- 
rience which is inevitably and rightly found in 
every living, working organization, of which 
Christ is the head. St. John describes them all ; 
the “ little children” of nonage, who “ knew the 
Father,” but were of the ‘ bond-woman,”’ “little 
children whose sins were forgiven for His name’s 
sake.” ‘‘ Young men in whom the word of God 
abideth,and who overcome the wicked one’’—and 
‘‘Fathers,’’ who are the counsellors and heads of 
this complete household. Family law is not 
made for the parents, but for the children who 
need it most, yet it would not be a hardship for 
the parents to honor their own law. 
ideal church which seems to float in some visions, 
in which every member was “ wholly sanctified,” 
coudd continue, certainly no external law would 


be needed, since all could discern the voice of | 


the indwelling Spirit, and would obey him. But 
in the very nature of the case such would be as 
much of a contradiction as a /ruit/u/ fig-tree which 
is barren. Such a church was once actualized in 
visible form, but zmmediately thousands of chil- 
dren were added, for whom provision was made. 
Undoubtedly there is, in the example and teach- 
ings of our Lord,and the early church, little in the 
nature of a ritual so positively settled as not to be 


susceptible of a difference of apprehension and 


construction. 
to be done, and that much of the seeming obscu- 
rity in this matter, resulting in variety, was provi- 
dential and designed. In short, that Christ com- 
mitted to His church, under the guidance and 
wisdom of the Holy Spirit, this matter of 
instituting, changing or abolishing the ceremo- 
nies and forms of religious worship. 

These partaking less of sanctity and perma- 
nence than the types and shadows in which God 
was worshipped, such as have reached to the 
“worship of God in the Spirit"’ can lead the 
children ¢hrough ‘these rudiments” that they may 
‘“‘walk in the light.” “For the priesthood being 
changed, there is made of necessity a change 
also of the law.” “Do therefore this that we 
say.” “It seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to 
us.”’ If the few “necessary things”’ that should be 


done, or not done, in reference to our forms of | 


worship,and methods of work,were clearly under- 
stood and settled upon, in the light of experience 
and the need of the present—under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit; would it not be we//, far better 
in all respects, than continued endless and 
“doubtful disputations” concerning the methods 
and forms of illustrious and ancient worthies, 
generations ago, or to insist upon a surmise 
founded on our own preference, as the undoubted 
verdict they wou/d give, ‘‘were they alive to-day.” 
An intentness about the circumstantials of relig- 
ion, zs ritualism, but this looks very like dolatry. 
Surely there could not be a more fitting prayer 
than that of the good old minister, “Oh! Lord, 
start us right, for if we get started wrong, we are 
very hard to turn.”” It were the part of true wis- 


Now if the 


We believe that little was intended | 
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dom to attach neither too much nor too little 
importance to such necessary and adjustable 
rules as the church may determine upon; which 
may render important service as a “‘school mas- 
ter,” while oppressive to mone who are upon 
Paul’s ground of liberty, since ‘‘all things are law. 
ful for me, but I will not be brought under the 
power of any." The rules which hang up in the 
school are only oppressive and galling to those 
who need them most, the ‘‘evil-doers,” who are 
upon the wrong side of the law; whilst to all who 
have become obedient and studious, and delight 
in their work, and love their teachers, the same 
law has a bright side and is “for their praise,” 
and they delight to fulfil it, without even being 
{conscious of its literal presence on the walls, 
|For the school to spend the day in dispu- 
tations as to what would be the best laws, 
modes and matter of teaching, or the past prac- 
| tice of others, would be as profitless, and but lit. 
tle better than the anarchy they were seeking 
to avoid. 

The deepest aversion to a simple setting forth, 
in unequivocal human terms, of the few funda- 
mental points needful, as to the faith of the 
church, and wise and helpful in its wor, is de- 
veloped by the wilful independence, which is sO 
entrenched in mystical theories and traditional 
practices,as to inveigh stoutly against creeds and 
forms, little dreaming of their own present bon- 
dage, and its obviousness to others. 

Doubtless, were we addressing a different audi- 
tory. the burden of thought might be far differ- 
ent, but speaking as we are to a people whose 
very existence,as a distinct organization,was only 
justified on the ground of its mission to proclaim 
the doctrine and exferience of ‘Holiness to the 
Lord” and to illustrate to the people of God 
|everywhere a practical and ready compliance 
| with every true indication of His will, whether it 
| be new or old, it is devoutly to be wished, that, 
|rather than be “ever preparing, and surveying 
| the field,” we may once again take up an all- 
| conquering march under the banner which God 
|has given us, to “be displayed because of the 
truth.” Our calling is #o¢ an inefficient tinker- 
|ing and discussion of our own machinery and 
system, or an unwarranted fault-finding with that 
|of others. It is mofto stop «ith a conscientious 
| knowledge of what we ought to be and to do. 
It is mof to substitute a keen moral sense of our 
obligation to be “led by the Spirit,’ for the rea/ 
| facts of the experience. But #¢ 7s, in the name of 
the Lord and in the power of God, to save the 
| world ; to “turn men from darkness to light, from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may re- 
| ceive forgiveness ofsins and “inheritance among 
them which are sanctified by faith” in Jesus. 
| J¢ zs to realize in our own souls the spiritualily 
lof the religion of Christ, in such measure and 
| sweetness, as shall send us forth in search of 
those who are “far off from the gates of gold, 
| with the glad tidings of a great salvation. 
| After a very precious season of prayer by 
| Allen Jay, Dr. Randolph, and Helen Balkwill, 
| the Conference adjourned. 








(To be continued.) 


“2 


He that dwelleth in the secret place of the 
most High, shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty.—Psalm xci. I. 
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CROPS OF THE UNITED STATES. 





From the latest Government returns 
which have been published, the average 
yield of wheat in the United States for a 
series of years has been 12 bushels per acre. 
The grasshopper ravages so much feared last 
Spring from Minnesota to Texas were less 
than expected. In Kansas, Nebraska and 
Iowa a portion of the ova were destroyed, 
the young brood were feeble and killed by 
parasites, or by the ingenious appliances 
and persistent effort employed by the farm- 
ers, to such an extent that in few places 
was the crop seriously reduced by them. 
The yield of wheat per acre throughout the 
country has been higher than any year since 
1869. The total yield is estimated at 
350,000,000 bushels. 

The average yield of Indian corn per acre 
for the whole country for a series of years is 
26.1 bushels. The estimated yield this 
year is 27 bushels per acre, and an aggre- 
gate of 1,350,000,000 bushels, which would 
be the largest ever recorded. 

The crop of oats has been good; also that 
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of potatoes, the beetle doing damage only in | 


particular places, from Virginia to New 
England. 


The yield of hay has been high, both of’ 


timothy and clover, and has been saved in 
good condition generally. ‘‘ There is an 
increased culture of millet and Hungarian 
grass, with favorab‘e results. In Delaware 
county, Pa., the latter has to a great extent 
superseded the barley, oats, and clover 
crops.” In some counties in Texas the 
culture of millet is largely on the increase. 

The cotton crop was expected to be about 
the same in amount as last year, the loss in 
yield per acre being made up by the in- 
creased extent of planting. ‘The caterpillar 
is one of its worst enemies, among which 
are rust and early frost. 

Sorghum is still cultivated in the South- 
ern and Western States, and the yield has 
been good. ‘In Mississippi about 100 gal- 
lons of thick, rich syrup is produced per 
acre, at a good price.” 

_ An increase of 1 per cent. of stock hogs 
ig reported, and their condition and weight 
a full average. 


As a rule each nation is able to prog 


its own bread supply, the varying yield 
different years either allowing of export of 
grain or demanding at times an import. 
Great Britain is the chief exception to this 
tule. She is obliged always to import grain. 
The United States have furnished more to 
her than Russia in the proportion of 27 to 
24 per cent. during the last fifteen years. 
In the past four years the proportion of this 





REVIEW. 335 


country has advanced to 45 per cent. of the 


whole foreign supply of Great Britain,which 
for fifteen years has averaged 65,724,319 
bushels, and now 100,000,000 bushels yearly 
is not deemed excessive. 

The total export of wheat and flour by 
the United States for 1876, reduced to bush- 
els, was 74,750,682. British India sends now 
a large amount of wheat to England. 

The production of sugar in Louisiana was 
greatly reduced by the war, but has to some 
extent revived. Recent returns go to show 
that the U.S. pay vast sums for sugar which 
could be produced on her own soil. It is es- 
timated that 40 per cent. of the sugar is lost 
by imperfect methods of extraction from the 
cane juice, and that with some aid from the 
Government in maintaining the levees of 
the Mississippi river; by introducing some 
white labor ; better seed ; draining of swamp 
lands; better modes of cultivating the cane, 
and of extracting the sugar, this country 
might not only supply itself with sugar, but 
export it. 

—_—_ +o 

METEORITES AND THE ORIGIN OF LIFE ON 
THE EartH.—The question whether living 
germs could be brought to our earth by 
meteorites, is discussed in a late article in the 
Popular Science Review. 

When six years ago Sir William Thomp- 
son in his presidential address to the British 
Association, referred to meteorites as possi- 
bly bringing the first germs of life to the 
earth, he said: “I am fully conscious of the 
many scientific objections which may be 
urged against this hypothesis, but I believe 
them to be all answerable. . The 
hypothesis that life originated on this earth 
through moss-grown fragments from the 
ruins of another world may seem wild and 
visionary ; all I maintain is that it is not un- 
scientific.” 

At the last meeting of the British Associa- 
tion, Professor Allen Thompson refers to 
this hypothesis of his predecessor, and after 
stating that it has nothing to do with the 
ultimate solution of the question as to the 
origin of life, he shows that neither the cold 
of space, nor the heat engendered by the 
passage of a meteorite through our atmos- 
phere, would necessarily destroy the germs 
of some plants. No such germs have ever 
been found in meteorites, but carbonaceous 
substances, such as must be, so far as we 
know, the product of vegetable life and decay, 
have been found repeatedly. in meteorites. 
He infers that the collision of masses, such 
as two planets with living plant germs upon 
them, might occur, and produce the scatter- 
ing of innumerable fragments through space, 
some of which might carry with them such 
germs to other worlds. Experiments with 
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seeds have shown that some of them can 
bear a temperature as low as 0° to 10° Far- 
enheit for four months and yet germinate ; 
others have been exposed to a vacuum and 
have afterwards germinated as usual. 

From all this it is concluded that though 
there is no evidence of living germs having 
reached the earth on meteorites, it is clear 
that the bodies from which the meteorites 
have heen derived may very probably 
have borne on their surface some forms 


of organized beings, and that they might 
be the bearers of germs to a new world. 


~~ o— 


EVENSONG. 
From each day’s care we gladly flee 
To find, O Lord, our rest in Thee; 
Our burden to Thy feet we bring, 
Our sins to Mercy’s healing spring. 
We know that at Thy gracious voice 
The evening’s outgoings rejoice ; 
To us assembled in Thy sight, 
At eventime may there be light, 


In Christ accepted, Lord, may we 
The light of Thy salvation see ; 
Transformed by Thy free Spirit’s grace, 
Walk in the brightness of Thy face. 
Thy favor crown each peaceful day, 
Thy presence cheer each pleasant way ; 
And when we walk thro’ sorrow’s night, 
At evening-time may there be light. 
By every joy or grief we find 
Our hearts to Thee more closely bind ; 
Trial and blessing, peace and pain, 
All links in Mercy’s golden chain. 
And when life’s closing shadows come, 
O may they find us nearer home ! 
‘Then in our souls, with heaven in sight, 
At evening-time may there be light. 

— Selected. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe 
are to the Ist inst, 

THE EasteRN WAR.—The Servians have cap- 
tured Ak-Palanka, occupied Leskovatz and Kurshu- 
nelje, and begun the bombardment of Nisch. The 
bridges over the Danube at Ibrail and Nicopolis have 
been torn away by drifting ice. It was feared all the 
others must follow, cutting off communication until the 
river should freeze solid. Those at Simmitz 
were taken up to prevent their destruction. The 
weather arrested the Russian advance, and it was 
thought that the campaign for this year might be over. 
It is found difficult to keep the troops supplied with 
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bringing as a prize a Turkish transport steamer, with 
700 Turkish troops on board as prisoners. 

It was announced on the 31st ult. that the van-guard 
of adivision of the Russian army, after an exceed. 
ingly difficult passage over snow-covered mountains, 
had occupied the Balkan passes between Aral Konak, 
and Sophia, and had placed cavalry on the road to 
Saphia, Along the eastern front, on the river Lom, 
the Turks had withdrawn from all positions, leaving 
only small armed bodies of troops and inhabitants. 
The latter, after burning their own villages, retired to 
the woods. 

The Austrian diplomatic agent at Belgrade has in- 
formed the Servian government that Austria decisively 
protests beforehand against the extension by Servia of 
action, either warlike or revolutionary, to Bosnia or 
Herzegovina. Servia has consequently given formal 
assurance that the commander of the corps on the 
Drina has been strictly ordered to refrain from hostili- 
ties in the direction of Bosnia. 

The uncertainty as to the course of Great Britain, in 
the matter of movements for peace, continues, and the 
most various and contradictory rumors are circulated, 
A London paper of the 29th ult., published in official 
form a statement that the Sultan had solicited the Brit. 
ish government to approach the Czar with a view to 
bring about negotiations for peace, and that the British 
government had consented to doso. The Agencee 
Russe of St. Petersburg, declares that mediation is 
possible only when solicited by both belligerents, other. 
wise it becomes intervention. The orth German 
Gazette of Berlin, says credit may be awarded to Great 
Britain for meritorious intentions, if she merely seeks 
to discover the chances of success of a direct applica. 
tion by the Porte to Russia, and to sound the latter as 
to her willingness to make peace. 

It was reported on the Ist inst. that the English note 
to Russia informed the Emperor that the Porte was 
ready to open peace negotiations, and expressed a hope 
that the request would be favorably heard. It was also 
said that Russia had replied, that if the Turks desire 
an armistice they must apply directly to the Russian 
commander-in.chief. 

The Czar, who had been with the army in Turkey, 
recently returned to St. Petersburg. This is regarded 
by some as indicating a probability of peace negotia- 
tions, in view of his expressed intention, when joining 
the army, not to leave it until there should be a pros- 
pect of a near end to the war. 

GREAT BRITAIN.—Severe cold, with heavy snow, 
has prevailed throughout the northern part of the 
island, on the closing days of the year. A slight 
fall of snow occurred in London on the 25th, but the 
weather had been generally exceptionally clear and 
fine, while in Paris it was gloomy. 

More than three centuries ago many refugees ar- 
rived in London, who had been driven from their own 
lands by religious persecution. A company of these 
who were Frenchmen were allowed the use of the 
crypt of Canterbery Cathedral for a place of worship. 
Their descendants still enjoy this privilege, and the 
little congregation has recently celebrated the 327th 
anniversary of its existence. 

It is stated that the famous Eddystone light-house is 
to be taken down, the action of the waves having s0 
mm away the reef on which it stands as to render 
foundation unsafe. The structure itself, which was 
finished in 1759, and is therefore 118 years old, 1s 
said to be as firm as when first completed. , 

FRANCE.—A Paris journal announces that at a pri 


provisions, even in the camps near Plevna, and to send | vate meeting of working-men, it was resolved to invite 


them farther inland would increase 


the difficulty. 


| 
| 


workmen of all nationalities to participate in the com- 


Turkish prisoners from Plevna, on their way to Rou-| ing Exhibition, as this is the first opportunity they 
mania, suffered greatly, and many perished by cold| have ever had for a gratuitous exhibition of their pro 
and storm. The Russian steamer Russland lately re-| ductions. The space reserved at the Exhibition for 
turned to Sebastopol from a cruise to the Bosphorous, | the working classes 1s to be free of all expenses. 





